Red Action 


THE 


S.A.S. 

AND THE 

DEATH 

SQUADS 


TV SAS arc hero**; tta 
official. All the papers 
asy so. After the ambush 
and elocution of three 
1IM volant eera in Omagh 
Coasty Tyrone, the tabloids 
oat did themselves in their 
lavish praise of the SAS. 
Their gratitude and relief 
at this demonstration of 
their killint efficiency 
knew no bounds. The 'Yellow 
Press' ran centre spread 
features over ripe ia syco¬ 
phancy sad adoration extoll¬ 
ing their virtues. They 
are presented ns 'The doera 
of thankless tasks', 'brutal 
but humane', democracy's 

answer to terror', the 
bewildered s p a nd dlea big 
brother, up-holders of 
all that ia good and true, 
clean cat, virtous haadaoar 
and romantic. Is short 

a son every Bother would 
be proud of. The only thing 
is, none of it is true, 
la fact and I sake no apol¬ 
ogy for being blunt, it 
is all bollocks. 

The SAS are Thatchers' 
Praetorian Guard*. They 
are sent in to take out 
her eneaiea. They kill 

impersonally on instruction. 
They are not the administ¬ 
rators of same 'higher 
court of Justice', They 
have no independent role. 
They are obedient aaaasinn. 
They are indeed the 'Doga 
of War' and answer only 
to the -sound of their 
aastera voice. 

The SAS first burnt on 
to the publir scene with 
their involvement in the 
aiege at the Iranian Rabanay 
in 1900. Their attark on 
the embassy was filmed 
live and it was the start 
of the media's love affair 
with the SAS. At 7.07pm 
on Hay 5th 1900 they attack¬ 
ed the embassy. Pleven 
minutea later five of the 
hostage takers were dead. 


fkly one survived. The 
public were enthralled, 
the 26 hoetages were re¬ 
leased and it was voted 
best live television in 
1900. 


It was only same time later 
in a letter to the Guardian 
that one of the hostages 
revealed what really happen¬ 
ed. When the SAS buret 
in eaplodlng stun grenades, 
there urns chaos, two of 
the hostage takers were 
hit, the other three who 
were not 'hardened terror- 
lots' but rather naive 


students threw down their 
gana and attempted to surr¬ 
ender. The SAS ordered 
them to lie on the floor 
and to the horror of the 
hoatagea each was lamed lat¬ 
ely executed with a bullet 
to the back of the head. 
The sixth and youngest 

escaped this fate as he 
was mistakenly bundled 

down the stairs with the 

hoatagea. When the SAS 
realiaed their mistake 

they tried to drag him 
back inside, but became 
involved in a tug of war 
with same of the hoatagea 
who knew what would happen. 
They won aad he survived. 
Nobody was aeaat to survive. 
It waa to serve as a warning 
to others. 

TV SAS were 'publicly' 
committed to the north¬ 
east of Ireland in 1976. 

A senior SAS officer pro¬ 
claimed tVir philosophy 
at the time; 'We are all 
very enthusiastic about 
going oat and wasting a 
few of the Provisional 
IRA'. Since then more than 
30 people hive 'officially' 
been killed by under cover 
units including the 5 un¬ 
armed repablleans shot 
by tV «0C Headquarters 
Mobile Support Unit in 
1902, tV cases investigated 
by John Stalker. He claimed 
la his testimony that if 
there was not a shoot to 
kill policy, 'tVre waa 
an inclination to shoot 
suspecta dead without warn¬ 
ing ratVr than to arreat 
them'. 

In 1978 the SAS shot dead 
16 year old John Boyle, 
who Mumbled on an IRA 
arms dump during a stake 
out. He had no connection 
with any para-military 
organisation. He was shot 
in the back. There waa 
no warning. In 1902 17 

year old Michael Tighe 
died by a H.N.S.U , there 
waa no warning. He had 
no connections with any 
para-military organiaation. 

At Loughs 11 eight IRA vol¬ 
unteers were surrounded 
by a group of 30 heavily 
armed SAS men. Most of 
them were riddled with 
bullets while still lnalde 
the van in tdiich they were 
travelling. TVy were given 
no chance to surrender. 
TV survivors were finished 
off with a bullet to the 
bmek of tV hand. TV civil¬ 
ians, brothera Anthony 
amd Oliver Hughes were 
driving through the area 
la tVir car when tV trap 


of yards from tV actual 
incident their car waa 
riddled with bullets from 
behind. Anthony waa killed 
and hia brother seriously 
injured. In the came of 
W! 11 iam Fleming and Dental 
Doherty two IRA members 
killed by tV SAS in Derry 
in 1904, an inquest Jury 
la a rare comment said 
tV soldiers ' should hive 
triad to arrest them'. 
TVy had been shot in tV 
hack. 

During tV trial ot two 
SAS man charged with tV 
murder of John Boyle tV 
lord Chief Justice Sir 


Lowry described 
Sergeant Allan Bohan as 

an 'untrustworthy witness'. 
He said tV operation 'was 
badly planned and bungled 
operation'. In tV caaes 
investigated by Nr Stalker 
it emerged tV RUC officers 
had lied under oath on 
instructions from senior 
officers. No member of 

tV SAS or H.N.S.U haa 
ever been convicted of 
murder. 

There is however an even 
more sinister side to SAS 
covert military operations 
in Ireland. A detailed 
view of SAS general duties 
can be found in TV Armya 
land Operations Manual. 
(A) 'The collection of 

information on tV location 
and aovement of insurgent 
forces. (B) The 


and harrasament cl innui 
gents. (C) ImfiUirot ion, 
sabotage, ..vaasainat ion 

and demolition parties 
into insurgent Vld areaa. 
(E) limited community relat¬ 
ions. (F) Liaison with 
and organiaations, training 
and control of friendly 
guerilla forces operating 
against tV common enemy'. 

In a lengthy article in 
the Guardian la September 
it admits 'that the SAS 
and tV police units tVy 
have trained have carried 
out precisely tVse func¬ 
tions, 'with the exception 
of community relations'. 
Puther down tV page it 
explains, 'for friendly 
guerilla forces ' read 
'informers'? This interpre¬ 
tation is a complete white¬ 
wash tV reporters rule 
out (E) so that tVy ran 
explain (F). In tV cland¬ 
estine world of tV SAS 
'caamunity relations ran 
only aean making rontset 
with and running informers 
lnaide tV community. Penal¬ 
ly, logic demand n that 
friendly guerilla forces 
against a cannon enemy 
must read - U.V.F and U.F.F. 
TV almple fact is that 
tV sordid truth la unpalat¬ 
able. In otVr words tV 
SAS on tV instructions 
of tV government are oper¬ 
ating South American atyle 
'death squads'. 

This wan confirmed by a 
former British Intelligence 
Major Fred Holloyd, who 
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was operating in tV six 
counties in tV early 70's: 
'Intelligence would came 
across tV border from 
my sources about where 
republicans were living 
what tVy were doing, and 
what time tVy were likely 
to be in. My local brigade 
would arrange for tV sold¬ 
iers to V waiting for 
example on our side of 
tV border and a team would 
go arroaa aomrtimes. Ulster 
Volunteer Force or Ulater 
Freedoa Fighters who were 
being used by tV Army 
and tV police, IV special 
branch of tV north, and 
they would try and kidnap 
tV chap and bring hia 
across to tV north. Ia 
otVr cases tVre were 
murders carried out'. 

He furtVr claimed im~ a 
letter to tV Guardian 
on Nay 13th (triiich incident¬ 
ally tVy dec lined to print) 
that the SAS operated In 
Ireland before 1976 - under 
cover. TVy were referred 
to as 4 Field Survey Troop 
a (tapper unit. 'TV unit 
personnel were issued with 
non-standard weapons as 
well as army Issue ones; 
American Mac II silenced 
sub machine guns, remington 
folding bolt light weight 
pump action shot guns. 
Sterling MIS silenced mach¬ 
ine guns were all borrowed 
by me from this unit for 
ay own operations. More 
ominously in a cupboard 
in tVir armoury could 
be found a tray of 9am 
Browning Pistol Barrel 
Extractors nnd filing pins 
which had been 'cast' (boar¬ 
ded as unsuitable for use 
because of wear and tear 
and tVrefore destroyed 
by the army) 1 leave it 
for tV public to decide 
why undercover soldiers 
should~aeed these 'uaattrlb - 
atable 1 parts. 

This was of course in tV 
aid 70's but tVre la every 
indication that far from 
having abandoned these 
practises tVy have simply 
became more sophisticated. 
Only last year a 32 year 
old SAS Captain Simon Hay¬ 
ward wan arrested at tV 
Swedish border in a car 
which contained 501b, about 
170,000 worth of haahlah. 
There was bemusement on 
all sides, then a flurry 
of establishment activity. 
Hayward waa vlaltsd by 
two British Consuls and 
a vice consul, while Sir 
John Gorst talked of Sweden• 
'Medieval system of Justice' 
Ulf Forsberg tV Swedish 
proMtuter felt 'it must 
be something very big, 
I believe there is somethlag 
in tV business of weapons'. 


This speculation by Forsberg 
based on an early statement 
by Hayward that V was 
on 'undercover work' was 
fleshed out by a reputed 
drug and arms dealer called 
Janea NrCann who explained 
'TV guy was an undercover 
SAS annasin in NortVrn 
Ireland. He was identified 
as a soldier in that shoot¬ 
ing of three unarmed men 
in Strabane. The weaponry 
tVy use ia purchased surr- 
epltrtoualy in tV arms 
market la Continental Rurope 
and smuggled to tV North 
for use in aaaasalost ion, 
that b why they are lavolved 
la tV dope trade. TV 
dope buys tV weapons. 
TV whole thing la a screen 
for tV deniable weapons 
which if found can only 
be traced to tV underworld, 
drugs rings and so on'. 
(Nmill Magas ine March 
1907). 

TVre is a war in Ireland. 
In a war situation tV 
role of tV media is 
straight forward, it must 
maintain morale at home. 
For this to be effective, 
tV publir must first V 
insulated from world opinion 
not dissimilar to tV situ¬ 
ation in South Africa and 
Israel. 

The events of the last 
month are a composite of 
what has actually been 
happening over tVre for 
almost twenty years. The 
Security Forres do tVir 
job and the media do tVlra. 
They compliment each other 
as they are in facta, tV 
left and right boot of 
imperial iam. 

That ia why tV tally Slara 
analysis of tV essential 
difference between cland¬ 
estine units of tV British 
Army executing republicans 
and clandestine units of 
tV IRA executing arabers 
of tV Security Forces 
la partisan and reassuring 
and tV SAS are "courageous 
Vroes" while tV IRA are 
'cowardly scum*. For then 
it ia aa simple at that. 

In any war, anywVre, no 
aide raa claim a monopoly 
on courage. In any case 
courage in itself is not 

a virtue, as it can V 
exploited for good and 
evil. Aa tV author .John 
Lr Carre, aaid of tV SAS 
'it is tV courage of the 

thug put to social use'. 
If tVre appears little 

difference in 'ethics' 
and 'methods' to separate 
tV two adversaries, what 

ia tVre that does dietin¬ 
gs 1 ah them? 


The ham* «i< 


cont.» 
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Members of the health service union OOHSE 896 breech 
have initiated the first ever indefinite strike actios 
by nurses within the MS. The strike cnammrad os 
September 5th sad si though Halted to one aajor London 
teachlap hospital the laplicatloas are far ranging, 
highlighting the increasing awareness and coMlttmamt 
of health workers to the laplicatloas of under fending 
within the MS. 


officials sad workers thaaaelvea. The aoet Important 
factor is that fondly the pay award will he far higher 
than the go remnant predicted, nationally it has bean 
eat lasted tht the shortfall could he between CUO- 
1360 ail lion. In L o n don alone the actuates predict 
a shortfall of £21-42 nillloo. The lap 1 lentlono of 
this abort fa lol are claar; ward and hospital closures 
la London. 


After years of cutbacks, sporadic privatisation and 
exploitation of the workforce by Tory rule, health 
workers are taking a stand against tha planned destruc¬ 
tion of the National Health Service. 

Since January of this year hospital worker a have been 
taking action la opposition to govemnent policy. 
Action spiralled as the Manchester health workers 
ialtiated the first of aaay 2A hour strikes throughout 
the UK, showing the anger, frustration and demoral- 
1 nation felt by the workforce. The nediaa reaction 
was diverae ranging iron the reporting of 'Angels 
of Dhetk' to an apparent support for nurses. However, 
this latent action haa been terned prenature and re¬ 
ceived little aadla coverage. Is addition to thia 
there appears an apparent lack of understanding of 
the crucial factor underlying the latest range of 
action. The issue ia effect re-grading but thin can 
only be perceived aa a direct derivative of underfund¬ 
ing which ia turn aeons the disintegration and destru¬ 
ction of the MS. 

The govemnent announced la April the new pay awards 
for naraee allocating £803 nillloo to fund it. Since 
then a re-grading exercise haa been ialtiated which 
formed part of the deal. This naans that nurses graded 
on their qualifications, experience and reapoasibllty 
and thus receive the approplate pey award. However, 
thia haa led to controversy between uana g enent - union 


S.A.S.(cont) 


The I IA is a volunteer 
'guerilla' arny fighting 
out of conviction for and 
against aanething, for 
a united Ireland, and 
against British Occupation. 
The SAS are part of a huge 
professional arny employed 
by the British State aiaply 
to atop than. They are 
fighting for no political 
principle of their own, 
so in reality they are 
fighting for nothing but 

Mar haa been described 
as "politics by other neons" 
so in the end one aide 
will be proved to be absol¬ 
utely right and one aide 
will be absolutely wrong. 
If the IRA are wrong now, 
then the civil rights camp- 
aignera are equally culpsb- 
able for denonatratlng 
20 years ago for one nan 
one vote. The failure of 
that canpaign, physically 
crushed by the reaction 
of the 'Orange State' led 
to the arsed struggle and 
so it la tha logical exten¬ 
sion of the original cam- 
P*l8". 

That ia why the nedia work 
so hard to convince the 
working cl naans that it 
is ia their internet as 
well, and Indeed their 
'patriotic duty' to support 
the war effort against 
the Irish people. It ia 
lapllclt in their argueaanls 
that a victory for the 
republican aovanant pones 
aaae threat to our own 
Halted freedoms. 

Do they expect us to believe 
that if the British leave 
Irelaad, the IIA in response 
will invade Britain? The 
IIA haa no quarrel with 
tha working class of Ragland 
Scotland and Males. Their 
canpaign for national liber¬ 
ation is directed solely 
against our own ruling 
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claaa. So should the working 
class reaain neutral? Sitt¬ 
ing on the fence will Just 
prolong the agony and delay 
the inevitable, we aunt 
taka sides against, the 
coaon enemy. In that ideol¬ 
ogical union lies the key 
to our own social mancip¬ 
ation. In 1869 Karl Mrx 
wrote "I did believe for 
a long tine it was possible 
to overthrow the Iriah 
reglne by English working 
claaa ascendancy. Deeper 
study has now led ne to 
the opposite conclusion. 
The English working claaa 
will never do anything 
before it haa got rid of 
Ireland. The wedge auat 
be driven in Ireland. That 
la why th.* Irish question 
la of each iaportaace for 
tha socialist aovenent 
generally". 

Over a hundred years later 
the basic relationship 
is atlil the same, except 
I iaaglne that in 1869 the 
ruling claaa were a trifle 
uore discreet in celebrating 
the euccaaeea of their 
hired aaaaalna. It ia in 
solidarity with the Nation¬ 
alist people and in our 
aelf interest that we la 
led Action as s ea l ers of 
the British working class 
aay quite unequivocally 

- Victory to the IIA. 


The i ■ba l an c e betwe en cash si location aad the needs 
of the health service have lad nurses to fear that 

they will be downgraded to save fuads. This has in 
turn, lad thae to question the dales that they would 
better off under the new pay deal. Ia reality it ■cans 
laes resources la every sphere thus; if the new pay 
deal and cash allocation la accepted the workforce 
becoaes the diaaaeoabllng tool in the destruction 
of the aoet efficient coat effective health service 

ia the world. 

I 

It is therefore clear that not only health workers 

but everyone has to be aware of the carefully calculat¬ 
ed precisioaed tactics of the governaent to destroy 

the trace elaaaats of socialise which roaaln in 
society. After years of nestings, conferences, surveys, 
research aad aisfoueded trust, there la only one option 
left. Industrial action by health workers in unison 
with the workforce at large. 


AVTICLE WRITTEN BT A NURSE RKBITLT ON STRIKE. 


THE 

PARTY’S 

OVER 


Ken Livingstone - 
Who denounced Brent 
Council aa being out 
of touch with the need) 
of working class 
people, and went on to 
coapare their attitude 
to the Kaapuchenn 
'Reglne of Pol Pot'. 



labour councillors in the 
London Borough of Brent 
have over the last couple 
of months had to face up 
to the fact that they are 
politically bankrupt sad 
Incapable of leading any 
opposition to the Tory 
governeents policies aleed 
at restricting local govern- 
nmt spending. 

After yearn of posing sa 
the radical forward looking 
face of the labour Party, 
Brents Labour group are 
now pressing ahead with 
cots of £17 Billion invol¬ 
ving the closure of came- 
unity centres, nursery 
schools and old peoples 
hoars and the loas of mam 
1,000 council Jobe. 

A one day strike by the 
local govemnent union 
NAL00 praupted the labour 
Group into stepping bock 
froe cowpulaory redundancies 
but over the last couple 
of weeks it haa beroae 
clear that aaay workers 
have been successfully 
intiaidated into accepting 
the voluntary redundancy 
terse on offer. A recent 
general aeetlng of NALQ0 
called to beck indefinite 


strike action was poorly 
attended reflecting the 
labor forces sense of 

power lesaness in the face 
of labour Party complicity 
with Tory policies. It 
aeeas at this stage certain 
that the Labour Party lead¬ 
ership and senior council 
officera will now success¬ 
fully lapoee new contracts 
and practises on those 

workers Milch reaain. 

Brent labour Groups history 
has been one of drafting 
up 'radical' aanlfeslo 
policies. Very good they 

were, at buying crsdabllily 
with local people; chucking 
aoney at new projects and 
setting up grand caaaittees 
to deal with raclius, aexlaa 
and any other -laa you 
alght add. But when it 
case down to it they were 
not prepared to fight for 
*d*st they hed set up. They 
weren't even prepared to 
fight for the basic aer- 
viesa. lastsad they ran 
away into every legal loop¬ 
hole they could find. When 
central governaent took 
away funding, they raised 
the rates, when they were 
faced with rate rapping 


THE BLACK 
AND 

BLUE LAMP 


Ia the past couple of soothe 
two intriguing caaaa have 
beaa rationally reeolved 
la the courts, both of 
thaa involved severe police 

of the public. The first 
of these ca s es concerned 

that of Blair Beach. 

Blair Peach was a school 
teacher who was Bordered 
by police during aatl- 
Nstioaal front Duaonatration 
nine years ago in Southall. 
In court it was proved 
that he was fatally wounded 
by a blow te the hood by 
a police truncheon, and 
the aaid blows were delive¬ 
red by a unit of the S.f.C 
who had been flagaraat 
with their uee of truncheons 
on sati-fascist dnaoatrotors 
throughout that day. Despite 
the strong forensic evidence 
so police were ever charged 
crlaiaally or even discip¬ 
lined. 

However, the story did 
not end there, for after 
nine years of constant 

battling through the courta 
by his faally and friends, 
the case ended with the 
Metropolitan Police offering 
compensation of £73,005 

plus another £30,000 legal 
costs. To the average person 
it would be fair to aay 
this settlement would cons¬ 
titute a signifleast admiss¬ 
ion of guilt. However the 
Metropolitan Police have 

a somewhat different inter¬ 
pretation of guilt. In 
fact they went ao far as 
to aay; "although it was 
extraaely likely that a 
truncheon blow during a 
police charge on deaostrsl- 
ors caused Blair Peach's 
death, the payment is not 
an acceptance of liability". 
Confused? 

A superintendent at Hackney 
Police Station aaid; "Pro¬ 
viding Trevor Monerville 
refrains froa criminal 
activity and leads a law- 
abiding life, the police 
will not interfere with 
his activities". Surely 
• w sight think that being 
acquitted and totally exon¬ 
erated by the courts alght 
iaply that he had not been 
engaging in 'criminal act¬ 
ivity* but sore ao that 
c rial ns 1 activity hed been 
acted upon hia. To this 
day police have still not 
released papers relating 
to Trevor Monervillea 
arrest. 


The only conclusions that 
caa be are thati 1. Blair 
Peach coaadtted aa extraaely 
clever suicide aad the 
Metropolitan Police are 
a very benevolent organla¬ 
st ion or 2. They are lying 
bastards aad Just want 
the matter done away with 
once aad for all. 

The second case which arous¬ 
ed very little aadla attest- 
loa la that of Trevor 
Naaerville 

Trevor Noaervillo was a 
'19' year old black youth 
dio was arrested by police 
on January last year on 
a Hedged robbery charges. 
He was, severly beaten 
during his arrest aad re¬ 
quired aa aaergaacy brain 
operation to reaove a blood 
clot. No account of how 
his injuries had been re¬ 
ceived were ever given 
by police nor were aay 
criminal charges instituted 
against thaa. 

Trevor Monerville has subse¬ 
quently been cleared of 
•11 criminal charges laid 
out against hia. However 
since hia arrest last year 
he has coastsatly been 
harassed by police in hia 
hoar and hia workplace. 
This could in no aasll 
way be due to the fact 
that Trevors parents lodged 
caaplalats about police 
traotaent of Trevor during 
his arrest, last year. 
Since then he haa been 
arrested three times and 
has been acquitted or re- 
laaaed without charge on 
all occalaoaa, he haa also 
been constantly goaded 
and provoked by police 
la the street and at hia 
workplace. 

Blair Peach and Trevor 
Monerville are two vlctiaa 
that suffer at the hands 
of atate violence. There 
are aany acre, they are 
predominantly either black, 
left wing, gay etc, or 
basically just plain ordin¬ 
ary working class people 
whose face and views do 
not fit is with that jf 
the syatca. 


they dodged it by defferlng 
coats in a 'creative accoun¬ 
ting exerciae'. Days before 
the governaent moved to 
cloae another loophole, 
the Labour Group sold all 
council buildings and leased 
them back in a deal with 
a consortiua of banks. 

With the various escape 
roots closed and the poll 
tax on the horizon the 
pink flag and rose of the 
labour Party haa been 
swapped for a white hankie. 
But then the Labour Party 
has always reached for 
the white hankie tucked 
nicely la its breast pocket, 
cloae to its heart. 

Mien the dust settles around 
Brent we will be looking 
around a workforce that 
haa lost soar of its beat 
activists ia the so-called 
"staff-reetructlag”. People 
will be keeping their heads 
down, tipping there data 
to the boss in servile 
gratitude for having escaped 
the chop. The union will 
became a object of manage- 


sent 

ridicule. Mcll 

done 

the 

Labour Party, 

well 

done 

you shit-heeds. 

you 

absolutely pathetic 

bunch 

of wankers. You are success- 

fully 

deconstructing 

bit 


by bit the organisation 
and people on which your 
'socialism' was baaed. 

For revolutionary sociallata 
the environment la increas¬ 
ingly hostile. Me cannot 
make grand speeches and 
promises. But even where 
people face defeat we must 
be there with the arguments 
for a real socialist trans¬ 
formation pointing out 
and exposing the fallacy 
of entrusting our futures 
to the likes of Labour 
Party reformists. The battle 
for ua ia to reclaim 'socia¬ 
lism' aa a working claaa 
and revolutionary objective 
and not the possession 
of same reformist do- 
gooders. 


BRENT NALOO MfMBER AND 
RED ACTION SUPPORTER 
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GibU StrMt Beat la « new independent orgaaination 
tkat bu been act up for a nueber of reasons. The 
“ ln r*mmom la to oppoer the Mall but growing openly 
aaal auaic acaaa. baaed around the aagaalaa 'Blood 
and Honour'. 

Over the Uat couple of ymrs they have ande fairly 
extensive European coatecta, aainly with nasi skinheads 
but alao with record labels that are happy to proeote 
BMl propaganda. (lock-O-taaa in Ceraany and label lea 
bropeaa la Prance). They are alao In the proceea 
of 1 taking up with America. aasla. Infact, at any 
naal gig aouedaya you can aluaya aee a nuaber of inter¬ 
national aaala. So today we are faced with the slta- 
atloa where the aaala have coapletely turned their 
hacke oa the 'Mlaatreaa' auaic buaineaa and have 
gone away and built their own coapletely naal auaic 
acaae. They get their record, aade by ayapathetic 
record coapaniea. they've got their own Mgaainea 
and faaalaea, they've eatabllahcd an International 
network for diatrlbuting their Mterial, and they 
don t have to pretend they're anything other than 
what they are - National Social lata - because they're 
pulling the atrlaga on the firat place. 

Skrewdriver can atlll only get 8-900 at a gig, but 
that lan't the point. The antl-faaclat aoveaent. and 
eapeclally the left, have Ignored the problea for 
too long. The naxis are reaching a section of plaaed 
off white working claaa youth with their propaganda 
and up till now there haa been no alternative. If 
we don t get la now and confront the problea while 
it la atill aaall we're cutting our own throata. By 
keeping the hard core aaaia isolated and Mking then 
look over their ahouldera all the tiae we will Mke 
it each harder for thaa to grow into a real force 
when condltlona bee our aore favourable for a mbs 
naal aoveaent. (Look what happened in Prance with 
1* Pen). 

Although the naal aoveaent la aaill, and the auaic 
aceoe la one of the few arena where they are having 
Halted aucceaa, it la atlll nevertheleaa dangeroua. 
dhlle the Tory goveraaent la racist as hell, they 
don't actually go rouod encouraging people to petrol 
boab Pakistani hoars and aaaault thea on the street, 
whereas the nasis believe la this very firmly. Taking 
into account there were 70,000 racist attacks In this 
touatry last year, ia anyone going to try and tell 
us there is no connection between this figure and 
the nasis - and that they aren't a problea. 

Ignoring the nasla only encourages thaa. It la a aad 
fact of life that in London you can go down Oirnaby 
Street or Camden Market and aee Swastikas openly on 
sale. Thin la nothing to do with punk or trying to 
shock or anything like that. They are on sale alongside 
Skrewdriver T-Shirts SS badges and other nasi nrrchan- 
dlae. It ia our lack of opposition that han given 
thM the confidence to move into these areas nnd we 
are not prepared to let this go unchallenged. Having 
nasi symbols on display encourages the growth of nasi 
politics. 
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1930'a "run did not pass", 1900 'a "mr shall 

PASS". THE PIGUT GOES ON. RED ACTION NMBHtS 
DISRUPT AH NF FLECTION MEETING IN GREENWICH 
(JANUARY 1987). 


e is independent of the 
nasi partiaa and a result of the work of 'Blood and 


Honour , so it proves you can't judge the strength 
of the nasis by the nuaber of votes they get (which 
at the aoaent ia very feu). By ua not confronting 
their activities they have reached the stage where 
they now have the confidence to start attacking other 
gigs, bands like the Pogues. Desmond Dekkrr and the 
Upstarts have all had trouble recently. Back in the 
'70'a the front started attacking glga by bands who 
were opposed to then and this was only sorted out 
when they were confronted head on (and beaten) at 
three gigs. The antl-faaclat aoveaent cannot stand 


idly by while bands who have publicly condemned faaci 


are attacked. It only helps the naxis look stronger 
and that la what appeals to disaffected working claas 
youth - an organisation that can do things, that isn't 
all south. It Is therefore obvious that we have to 


prevent thia happening. We see ourselves very auch 
as part of the antl-faaclat aoveaent 


operate on aany different levels. We can help the 
broader anti-faacist aoveaent in other ways as well. 
By putting on gigs we can public! 
of the anti-faacist aoveaent to a broader audience 


and aiailarily we can raise aoney for caapaigns and 
people arrested on anti-faacist activities. 


Chir first Mjor gig is an 'Anniversary of the Battle 
of Cable Street' gig at the Electric Ballroom on 4th 
Ottober, featuring 'The Men They Couldn't Hang', 
'Howling Wilf and the Vee Jays', 'Atill.' and the 
'Neurotics'. 


y in our propaganda, we want to recreate the 


spirit of atlitant anti-faaciaa that prevented the 


rching through the Past End on 4th 


October 1936. 


Aa well aa atartlng a campaign to get rid of naxi 
syabola from Carnaby Street etc., we are planning 


to promote a gig with the Upstarts, a consistently 
anti-fascist band who the naxis want to prevent playing 
in Britain. We any it ia the duty of all anti-fascists 


to ensure they do play again. This haa nothing to 
do with whether you like the band or not 
part of the fight against fascial - or in other words 


the fight for the hearts and minds of the 


youth of today. 


more than 

JUST A 


ACTION 

la the last aditloa of 
the paper it was asserted 

that Red Action wan the 
only left organisation 
to positively respond 
to an appaal from the 

Irish Republican Socialist 
Movement for apooaorahip 
of their Prisoners of 
War. We have since learned 
that a nuaber of other 
groups are lending their 
support. These include 
the Revolutionary Coaaualst 
Group, the Internalionallat 
[Paction and Worker. Press. 
The Irish Republican 

Socialist Party Itaelf 
haa ita own support groups 
and other support groups 
have been established 

la various localitlea. 
Red Action has assisted 
in setting up oil local 
support groups. 

Phil details of local 

support groups are avail¬ 
able from: 


c/o Jaaea O'Brien, 

265 Seven Sisters Road, 
load on N4. 


THANKYOU 
COMRADE 

Daar Bros 4 Slaters, 

We would like to take thia 
opportunity to thank "Rad 
Action" for the collection 
aad card tdiich were auch 
appreciated. You will be 
ploaaad to hear that Michael 
has node very good progress 
as of late and is oa the 
■end. Apart froa local 
collections youra was the 
firat froa the labour Move¬ 
ment. We are atill choffad 
that it should be "Red 
Action". We look forward 
to aeeing you soon, once 
again thanks. 

Youra in unity, 

Tom, Theresa, Kevin and 
Mlcheal 


A letter froa a Red Action 
supporter whose non was 
badly burned by a booby- 
trap boab left in hia local 
playground. An 18 yenr 
old youth, has been arrested 
and charged. The tact that 
the accused is a serving 
■ember of Her Majesty. 
Armed Forces has meant 
the natter has been sensit¬ 
ively handled by the police, 
press and media. Full report 
next issue. 


"There are few aore depressing aapecta of the Thatcher 
era than the fact that aany ordinary aiddle claaa 
Guardian readers should once again contemplate sending 
their off spring to these (public) school, in the 
alaguided belief that they will acquire an education 
that will fit thea for the 21st century. Mine suited 
ae to be a district caaai sal oner in the out post of 
an eapire that had disappeared”. 

Richard Gott Journalist 'the Guardian. 


RED ACTION ON MERSEYSIDE 

If interacted in finding out more / getting active 
in the North West or on Merseyside There is e grouping 
ol members end supporting members on Merseyside who can 
be contacted by writing to: 


RED ACTION MERSEYSIDE 
P.O. BOX B0 
SOUTHPORT 
PRB 8SH 


SUPPORT 
RED ACTION 


anno poetry 


Some were selecting stones froa the pile 

And aarfcing thaa to be shaped to fit the bond 

Some were hatddng ia the fresh mortar 

And boating the staff that had begun to dry 

9Me were knelt to cat the precious atones 

And then stood to clear the chlppingn to the skip 

Craftnaen matched each cut with the pattern 

And scooped their mortar to bed each moulded stone 

He all worked oa the lime together 

Racing tiae against effort 

To build another an'n wall 

In anger I rea c h e d ay aate a atone 
Paddy - where do we fit la their pattern 
And we the founds, the bricka, or aortar? 

Step back aad point to youraelf la the wall 

Hia eyaa chipped at ay qneat ion 

Mine ahaped no answer 

Facing hia dowbta he bedded the stone 

Aad Mtared the pattern la fear 

It'a our work, he aurmured 

Aa ha studied the fit 


We're paid to laboar: we need aoney to live 
So wa Mil ouraelvas each day to get by Paddy 
All wa own is our tools: who awns our Binds? 
Inch cImaging banner stopped to listen 


One of thaa aaked 
I started again 
Froa the begiMiag 
This tiae ao-onc turned 


Their schools design and discipline our Binds 

And convince us we're parasites and fools 

Their newspapers sell ua Mtite Ilea in black Ink 

And call it our freedom of speech 

Their priests dictate the principle of life 

Aa we kneel in their arena to receive their guilt 

Their hankers beckon offering cheap dreaas on credit 

Trading countries for weapons in the naae of peace 

We confuse work with freedom 

And fantasy for life 

And vote for the heir to the throne 

It took so long to tall the truth 
There was so auch that needed to be "aid 
Right until the last work they remained in doubt 
They weren't afraid 

Though they were defenceless, they resisted 

But every tut and snort revealed enabling barriers 

That needed to came down 

For the first tiae in their liven 

They had stepped back 

And looked at their own individuality 


They'd seen their worth 

TV tiae that had been wasted 

Their faces tore with hatred 

At being kept ignorant and unaware 

TVir hearts burned with desire for knowledge 

They stood to dar the chlppinga to the Alp 


Sean Taggart - Unemployed bricklayer, Derry. 



Red Action is an organisation founded by working etnas 
people lo work for Ike furthering of Ike canat uf 
Socialism. Membership is open lo all who accept sur 
political principles and pay a weekly subscription Every 
member has aa equal vole on all Red Action policy nnd 

J-t-j- 

vc v mow*. 

If yon support our aims but do not wish lo becomt a 
member, you can become a supporting member. This does 
not entitle you lo vole, but you wIM receive: 

I. A free subscription to (be uewspuper. 


A regali 
formed of 


what ia going on in the 


3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your am. 
The coal for thia it IIS for one yenr. 

Subscriptions lo the paper are still available separately. 
The coat iaCJpounda fur ten issues Please remember that 


always very grateful for any 


PO box 158 
Hatfield 
Harts 
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The following Is • description by former hilly Mirror 
journal let John Pilgnr of hla visit to a cost sine 
is Durhna 1974: 

"The noise of the drill uss incessant, and the sting 
from the dust aad water was believed only when I lay 
os ay stoaach In the slash and crawled under the stooe 
aad Into the tassel beside the coal face, which has 
throe aad a half foot high aad eli^tly wider than 
ay shoulders"..."It looked like a scene froa a Victorian 
etching, the ana their bodies doubled aad contorted 
following the nachiaaa. They realaded ue of troofs 
bringing up artillery under firs - their lives defended 
upon how they worked la every seaae. ...This was another 
kind of frost lise"..."It won twenty post el*t is 
the aorniag. The walk and ride beck sensed eternal, 
tbs breathing of the sea la tlae with their long steps 
was eetallic. Then at last the cage up”. 

la a few weeks the aoaopollss aad asrger coast salon 
is expected to produce a report oa coal industry effic¬ 
iency, pavlag the way for an extension of the working 
day. Nlalstera are also expected to bring forward a 
Bill r epaa l lag the 1908 Hours of Work Act which re¬ 
stricts underground work is the nines to aeven aad 
a half hours. (Guardian Septeober 6th). 


So auch for the uaay geaeratioaa of Labour politicians 

who over the loot 80 years have insisted that the systea 
could be aade to work in our favour aad the real In¬ 
terests of the working class lay not la revolution 
but la coeprisles and refocu. TsU It to the Hiaera. 


Last south the Dictator of Pakistan General Zla was 
killed when his plane blew upniastM after take off. 
Iona Id Reagan said of hla; "The US was fortunate to 
have such a friend la President Zla" and Thatcher 
consented; "President Zla had won the adalratloa of 
the world for his support for the Afghan people”. 


la 1977 Zla staged aa a ray coup aad overthrew the deao- 
cratically elected goveraasnt of All Biutto. la Sept - 
caber 1979 despite appeala froa virtually every govern- 
neat la the world, he hung his own Prise Minister. 


A syupatbetic obituary la the Guardian stated that 
under hla rule the Islaalc line was not "cruelly en¬ 
forced - there were floggings but few aaputationa for 

instance". Oily a few deputations? Oh well, thats all 
right then. 

Por Britain aad the US Foreign policy la obviously 

dictated by the old main 'My eaaays eoaay la ay friaad 
when you consider eoae of their friends; Pinochet, 
Stroesaner, Noriega, Botha to SMS bat s few. Another 
old asyiag springs to a&ad aad appears equally valid: 
’By their frlsads you shall know then'. _ 


IlHOUND-UP 


The picket was part o 
an on-goiag caapalgn b 
the U.tf.C to protest ove 
the goveraaaata new feploy 
seat Training Prograaae 



Over the lest few Boat ha, 
Red Action has held numerous 
street collections for 
tha sacked P*0 workers 
still on strike at Dover. 

These collections always 
seet with a positive and 
excellent response froa 
the public aad lands us 
to question why Red Action 
is virtually the only left 
wing organisation to offer 
practical aid to the 

strikers. Despite all the 

Tory aadla anti-union propa¬ 
ganda the working class 
know where their Interests 

and synpathies lay. The 
record so far la held by 
North London Branch who 
collected CUB la oos 

evening of street and pub 
collections. 


This picket narked th 
first T.V appearance o 
the Red Action banner, 
idilch will be available 
to alga autographs at deaoo- 
atrations all over the 
country. 


Once again Red Action 
aanbers and supporters 
travelled to Belfast for 
the aaaual Aati-Internsent 
■arch. Thia years visit 
was particularly successful 
due to the large nunber 
of 'first liners' who node 
the trip. 

The narch Itself was snailer 
than previous years, due 
to bed weather, but still 

nusbered several thousand. 


During aa Interview with CIS news Ton Ring is aa obvious 
attanpt to ingratiate blase If to aa Anerican 'Pinko 
bating' audience, ha daooasced the ISA as "Marxists". 

la the sane weak Geoffrey Thylor a reporter for the 
Guardian vehaasotly dsaied that the IRA were "Marxists 
at all", and is aa effort to recruste the spirit of 
the blits he lasietsd that they were is fact - 
"Fascists”, aad he "could ass no reason why they should 
not he locked up as they wore is the second world war 
whoa they were oa Ritiers side". 

For the propagandists of the as t eblla h n s at it quite 
obviously is a "case of horsos for courses". Bs then 
dribbled oa "would that they wore Marxists. Ton css 
argue with Marxists, Marxists are generally Hunan*. 
Itorxists are gen e ra lly civilised". 


* Taylor aad I east novo is slightly different circles 
for the "street aarxiets” I know (as against the arm¬ 
chair variety) caa - it is true - be rational aad reas¬ 
onable la discussion aad debate. But is actually fight- 
lag for what they believe is they have struck no as 
being about aa 'civilised' as a pitbull - with s habit. 
Is his circle they would probably be known as conviction 
politicians. 


night thoughts 


"You would have your usual aatl-eanltiau aaoag tear lean 
soldiers, but I would never allow it where I was 
Phraically. I got iato plenty 
of fights...If you had brains aad no aoney during 
the thirties you were a conmiat*. 

Walter Matthau - Actor. 


'People don't even have the energy to coaalt auletde 
tke •"<* regetate la front 

of it, ita easier . 

Rev. Malcola Cuthbertaon on the Easterhouse Estate 
Glasgow, where over 6OZ are uneoployed. 

If (frltlah) a ray intelligence is correct aad the IRA 
consists of no sore than 260 active uanhers. then by 
tying up 12,000 troops, 8,000 RUC, 6,000 UDR aad coat- 
1 agentn iron the SAS, Ml) aad govenmenl cowalcstloas 
headquarters it la doing better, proportionately, than 
the special operations executive did a^lnst the Germans 
la occupied France during the last war. 


U.g.C. While la Belfast, Red Action 

attended two Informative 
As part of the Unemployed and well attended ■***1*8* 
Workers Charter, Rad Action with our hoots the IRS? 

■ankers travelled to Bourne- who once again wo must 

uo«th os September 5th thank for their hospitality 
to picket the T.U.C. confer- a«d help in aakiag the 

Mel trie no aa toyable. 


Rusbridger - Sunday Telegraph. 


'Join us, we're winning' 

A successful recruiting slogan for the IRA in Tyrone 
according to local priest Father Denis Faul. Observer 
:«pteaber 4th. 


"Britain (government) senna to think environmental 
health is a class issue, that only applies to the 
lower classes, so who csrea". 

FJlen Sllbergeld, Toclocologist of the Environmental 
Defend Fund Washington. Evening Standard September 
1st. 

"Planting a bomb by stealth in a barracks takes courage 
and cunning akin in these daya of Arnada GosssnoratIona 
to singeing the King of Spains Beard". 

General Sir Anthony Farrar Hockley foraer Connandei- 
in- Chief ol British Forces in the six counties, writing 
in the Tines about the IRA. 

Officers joke about the difference between 'inform¬ 
ation' and 'evidence'. 'Infornatloa* is how you know 
he did it, ’ Evidence' la how it is proved la court. 
And when did you last hear of aa officer speal of 
an accused nan, being found not guilty, they talk 
of criminals setting off, I was taken aback to find 
among lawyer friends that none doubted that the Net. 
nonet inns fabricate evidence. 

Nitthew Parris - Former Tory W. 

Sunday Telegraph. 


Suicides by nenbera of the RUC have increased five 
fold la the last 10 ysara according to a study by 
a Belfast phyaciatrlat between 1976 and 1906. There 
were 35 suicides by RUC officers 34 of whan shot than¬ 
es Ives with their own guns, compared to 7 between 
1966 and 1976. 

Guardian Septeober 1st. 

"There can be no united Ireland without the total 
defeat of the IRA and Its murderous gangs north aad 
south of the border". 

Schisophrenic Editorial Sunday Mirror. 


"They asked ue if I wanted to play a bit part. 
They wanted as to play a pollcsnan but I'a a 
straight person new. I'n too straight to play a 
POliCMM • 

- Great Train Robber, Buster Edwards, about the 
fils 'Buster'. 


"It's hard being black. You ever been black? I 
ms black once-when 1 was poor". 

•Larry Holaea, foraer heavyweight boxing chanpion. 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


Rto ACTION K AN ORGANISATION MX SUED TO WORK TOWARD* 
THE ENDING Of THE CAPIT AlJfT KYftTtM Of PROM < I ION AND 
THE ESTABLISHMENT Of A SOCIALIST ONE 
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